
Red Maple 
Acer rubrum L. 

Description 
Red maple, is a wide-ranging native tree that is very well adapted to most soil and site condi-
tions.  This species is one of the early harbingers of fall as it turns color well in advance of other 
eastern deciduous trees, especially when it is located in wet sites.  The fiery colors of fall are 
typically a brilliant red.  Conversely, it is also one of the earliest flowering trees in the spring.  
Red maple has the smallest winged seeds (samaras) of all native maples, about 5/8-3/4 inches 
long.  Also, the samaras ripen in the spring- a trait shared only with silver maple which has 
much larger samaras.  
 
This maple is a medium sized tree with fairly rapid growth (2-5 ft/yr), but not as fast as the 
much larger growing silver maple. 


